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I know that the organization of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints is the church of the living God. I have known it for a great many 
years. [ was educated in the Episcopalian church. I came out of that 
church in 1852, and from that time to this I have been more or less engaged 
in the work of the ministry in this church. I have had a variety of ex- 
periences, have traveled a great many miles, and have preached a great 
many times—to the glory of our Heavenly Father, beitsaid. 1 have borne 
testimony to the establishment of the Church of Christ time and time 
again, and I am not afraid to meet anybody behind the veil who can say 
to me, “Your testimony was false.” I haye had ample demonstration that 
the gifts and blessings promised are inthe Church. I know that the spirit 
of prophecy is in the Church. I have been on missions. I have been 
set apart for these missions under the hands of Apostles, and they have 
predicted concerning me as though they knew the work that I was about to 
accomplish, and those prophecies have been fulfilled. I am here to-day a 
living witness to testify to that. 

Now, in all loving kindness, we offer this Gospel to priest and people. 
We ask them to consider these things. We ask them, for their own sakes, 
to repent of their sins, to turn from the error of their ways, and to wor- 
ship the only living and true God ; to come andassistusin theestablishment 
of His righteousness upon the earth, to cease teaching their false doctrines, 
and to humble themselves like little children before our Heavenly Father, 
as we had to do, and to present unto Him the acceptable sacrifice of a 
broken heart and a contrite spirit. It is on the same principle that we 
entreat the Saints to be kind to themselves, to pay their just tithes and 
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offerings, to live their religion, to be faithful in prayer and in setting a 
godly example, to act honorably and uprightly, to be honest and chaste, to 
be loving, gentle and kind. We thus appeal to them with all love in our 
hearts that they may enjoy the blessings that are bestowed by our Father 
upon those who love Him and keep His commandments. The Lord has 
said that if we will love Him and keep His commandments we shall prosper 
in the land. He has also said, in reference to the law of tithing :— 


If my people observe not this law, to keep it holy,-and by this law 


sanctify the land of Zion unto me, that my statutes and my judgments 
may be kept thereon, that it may be most holy, behold, verily i say unto 
you, its not be a land of Zion unto you. 

Then what shall we do? Will we be faithful and true and do His will, or 
will we be satisfied with the theory of the Gospel, and be like the man 
that sees his likeness in the glass and goes away and forgets what manner 
of man he is? Are we going to establish the character that we heard the 
word, but never obeyed it, and by our example we used our influence 
against His statutes being kept in the land? We are making some kind of 
a record; we are either willing and obedient or we are unwilling and dis- 
obedient. This comes to us individually. DoI keep the commandments 
of God? Do I rob God? Do I treat Him with contempt? Do I despise 
His counsels? Or am I willing and obedient, learning of His ways and 
walking in His paths, doing His will that I may be established in His ever- 
lasting righteousness? I tell you if we were to do so, there would not be 
any question with regard to our children; for we would have such love for 
our children that we would not neglect them, but we would teach them the 
principles of righteousness, by practice as well as by precept. We would be 
able to say to them, “Follow me as I follow Christ.” If we are His disciples, 
ought we not to be Christlike? I think so. This is what our Heavenly 
Father requires of us. I think he has exhorted us to be exemplary men 
and women, and to teach the principles of. righteousness by example. 
That is the commission we have in Mexico. We believe that there is 
greater force in example than in precept. It has more influence upon the 
people. We would have more influence everywhere if we were all living 
the principles of the Gospel and glorifying God in our good works. Weare 
going to be judged according to the deeds done in the body. Weare going 
to be rewarded according to our works. For every idle word that we utter 
‘we will be brought into condemnation. Straight is the way and narrow is 
the path that leadeth to the exaltations, and few there be that find it. 
Why? Because they do not wantit. God knows men’s hearts. He knows 
whether a man desires the truth. He knows whether he is serving Him, 
and whether he meditates upon His ways. He understands all about 
our outgoings and our incomings, and He would do a great deal better for 
us if we were more faithful and would give to Him our hearts. He says, 
“My son, give me thine heart.” Why? Because if He has our affections 
we will do anything for Him. We willdo His will because we love Him 
and because we understand that our days of probation are but small upon 
the earth; yet the records of our lives to-day are going to influence us 
more or less throughout the countless ages of eternity. 


| 
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My beloved brethren and sisters, ought we not to be kind to ourselves? 
[ cannot think how it is that men and women having children despise to 
teach them the principles of righteousness. I believe it is a bounden duty 
upon all parents to teach their children correct principles, and then our 
skirts are clear. But are our skirts clear if we never demonstrate unto 
them anything concerning the principles of the kingdom of God? If aman 
is never seen on his knees praying with his family, and having them take 
part in prayer; if he does not teach them the value of the fellowship of 
the Spirit of God, can he expect his children to grow up with a love for 
these things? What is there like unto the fellowship of the Spirit of God? 
I do not think there is anything. Not the wealth of this little world? I 
would sooner have the fellowship of the Spirit of God than I would have 
the wealth of this world and all its scholastic attainments. Why? Be- 
cause then I would be taught of my Heavenly Father. Then I would 
enjoy light and truth. I would have faith, hope and charity, and be filled 
with the divine Jove of God. I would be a blessing to myself and to my 
fellows, making an everlasting record for righteousness. ~ Let me entreat 
you, as your friend, be ye reconciled to God, and seek wisdom at His hands. 
The condemnation of the world is that they have no faith in God but 
they prefer darkness to light. They have faith in priests, in ordinances, 
and in dogmas; but they have no faith in the living and true God. They 
have no faith to go and ask Him, in the name of Jesus Christ, for revela- 
tion. He is a God of revelation. I know that He reveals His mind and 
will unto His children who seek it, and He satisfies the mind. To havea 
living testimony and to know that God lives is a thousand times better 
than the visit of angels, than gifts and signs and wonders. To have the 
fellowship of the Spirit of the Lord; to know that you are right when you 
lie down in bed; to know when you arise from your bed that you are in 
the straight and narrow path that leads to eternal life—this is far better 
than dogmas, miracles or outward manifestations. Every man that has 
the fellowship of the Spirit of God mourns over his fallen condition and 
his bad disposition; he sees himself and strives to improve his disposition, 
and to make his individuality more Christlike, be more gentle, more loving, 
more humble, more meek, and strive to crucify the flesh. When a man 
has his eyes opened that he can see, his ears opened that he can hear, and 
his heart that he can understand; when he is redeemed from false impres- 
sions and the Holy Spirit brings light and truth into his soul, then he has 
liberty indeed. That is the glorious liberty of the Gospel. I cannot see 
how it is that it does not fill the hearts of men with thanksgiving and 
praise, as well as fear lest they should do anything by which they might 
lose these bright hopes and aspirations. What is there outside? There 
is nothing. I know what I am talking about. I know that we can only 
be sanctified by the truth. The Saints have been fed by the revelations 
of the Almighty, and they are philosophical and as firm as the everlasting 
hills. We may reject them, but they remain the same, and always will. 
God is the same yesterday, to-day and forever, and His course is one eternal 
round. We cannot prescribe conditions to Him; we must subscribe to 
His conditions. We have to obey the principles of the Gospel and to be 
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humble and meek if we ever expect to attain to the exaltations. One of 
my beloved brethren mentioned to me the other day at a funeral of Brother 
Jesse W. Fox that there was not a man present but would like to speak a 
word concerning him. What was the matter with Brother Fox that every- 
body should love him so? Why, he was one of the meek of the earth, and 
every meek man is loved. Meekness is a natural principle, which we all 
admire. It is said that Moses wasa meek man. Every servant of God 
has to be a meek man, or else he never will be able to stand in his lot and 
calling. He has to say, as the Savior said, “Not my will, but Thine, be 
done.” “Teach me to seeasmy brethren see. Let no false impression be 
upon my mind; but let me be sanctified by the truth.” That is the prayer 
of every man who desires to be established in the everlasting righteous- 
ness of God. 

My beloved brethren and sisters, let us strive to do the will of our 
Heavenly Father. Let us be true and faithful and exemplary. Let us 
pay our just debts and be honorable. Let us glorify God in our good 
works, and you will see the establishment of His righteousness upon the 
earth. Look at our glorious Temple. It seems to me that anyone who 
sees that Temple would have a holy inspiration, and would understand 
that administrations were being done by divine authority for the living and 
the dead. Dowe understand it? Do you not fear lest you should become 
a@ cast-away? Do you not fear lest that light that is within you should 
become darkness? I do. I have seen great and strong men fall and go 
the way of the sinner, and I have feared lest I, after preaching to others 
should become a castaway. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom ;” and all our scholastic attainments do not amount to anything if 
we have not the fear of the Lord; we are like sounding brass and a tink- 
ling cymbal. But if we have the fear of the Lord and the knowledge 
that comes from Him, we grasp everything, and all things are subject to 
us, whether it be principles or theories of men or the perishable riches of 
the earth. They are our servants, and we stand at the head. We know 
that all good comes from our Heavenly Father, who has given us the brain 
power to comprehend intricate principles and difficult problems, and we 
glorify Him because we love Him. I am thankful beyond expression that 
I have the privilege of being a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints—of being adopted into the royal family of our Heavenly 
Father; and I earnestly desire to be true and faithful unto the saying and 
the doing of His will and the keeping of His commandments, that when 
I pass behind the veil I may have the privilege of the association of those 
who have gone before us in the Church of the First-born, and be able to 
continue in this redemption of the earth and the human family until every 
soul shall be saved in some degree of glory. I pray that the blessings of 
our Heavenly Father may be upon us. I know that the Spirit of the Lord 
is here, and I rejoice in its influence and power. I pray that it may 
always be our companion, to guide and direct us, and to make us faithful 
for the testimony of Jesus, that we may be true and valiant unto the doing 
of His will and the accomplishment of His purposes. I ask it in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Exper F. Sonoxzs, laboring in the Leeds Conference, writes from Bradford 
of his experience as follows: “I had visited some fifty houses in Great 
Horton on June 7, leaving tracts at each and endeavoring to obtain 
Gospel conversations. I had just left a Primitive Methodist minister 
after a prolonged conversation, and called at the next house, at which a 
lady answered the door and asked me tostep inside. I commenced to talk 
of the Gospel message I had been sent to proclaim, and found her an atten- 
tive listener. She informed me that she had been praying to know which 
of the different religions was true, believing that the Bible is true, and 
that there is but ‘one Lord, one faith, and one baptism.’ In answer to 
her prayers she had a manifestation, or a vision, and was carried away to 
a large hall; here she saw a man preaching the Gospel to her; after 
preaching to her for some time, he left her saying ‘I will see you again and 
preach the Gospel to you.’ During her recital of this manifestation she 
shed tears of joy for her heart was full. She had desired to hear further 
of this person whom she had seen. Now she had that privilege, for she in- 
formed me that I was that person; she recognized me when she opened 
the door, and the words I had addressed to her were similar to the words 
spoken to her in the vision. I felt thankful to learn that I was chosen to 
bring ‘glad tidings of great joy’ to one who was searching after truth. 
I gave her some of our literature, with the admonition to read and learn 
further of the doctrine of which I had spoken. She has told me since then 
that she believes and will be baptized. On June 28, I had called at a num- 
ber of houses leaving at each a double tract, and as usual informing them 
I would call again in a few days and leave a more advanced tract, and also 
endeavor to answer all questions they might ask. One family upon learn- 
ing what faith the tracts represented, sent one of the children running 
after me with the tracts saying they did not want them. A number would 
not accept a tract under any consideration. My next experience was with 
a Reverend. A lady answered my knock and accepted the tracts. I in- 
formed her that I would call again, and leave another tract, and endeavor 
to answer any question they might ask. I had gone but a short distance 
from the house, when the gentleman of the house hurriedly stepped out, 
coatless and hatiless, and hailed me. I returned, whereupon he gave me back 
the tracts which I had just left, saying he did not want them, he had heard 
somewhat of the Mormons, but did not agree with their teachings. I in- 
quired in what way he differed with them. He said the question would 
lead to a discussion and he had not time to talk with me, repeating that 
he had no need of the tracts. Having a ‘Morgan tract’ in my pocket. I 
offered it to him, asking him to read it. After a few excuses he accepted 
it. He then asked me a number of questions which I answered, and, be- 
coming interested, he took out his watch and said he had fifteen minutes 
to spare and asked if I would step into the house. He led the way into 
the drawing room, remarking that we would have a pipe and a chat; as 
I did not use tobacco, he asked me to have some tea. Not using tea, he 
asked if I would take coffee or chocolate. As I used neither he became 
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solicitous as to what I did drink, and I answered water or milk; where- 
upon he ordered milk and butter and bread, brought up into the drawing 
room. I partook of the refreshments provided, and he smoked his pipe, 
and thus I had the privilege of conversing with him, fully three-quarters 
of an hour. Upon leaving he gave me his card and an invitation to call 
again. I not only left him the tracts he at first refused, but a full supply 
of the tracts I had with me. The repulsive demeanor he at first mani- 
fested, mellowed down into a more friendly attitude. I have made a 
number of friends in Great Horton and feel that I have been instrumental 
in the hands of God in allaying much prejudice among the people of that 
locality, if nothing more.” 

Elder John W. Ford writes from Sunderland of an experience which he 
and President J. W. Chambers had with a minister a short time ago. As 
it is a fair sample of the arguments set forth by the ministers of the vari- 
ous churches for the support of their doctrines it is given space in the 
Star. He writes as follows: “A Brother Diston had asked a Church of 
England vicar for the privilege of burying a little daughter who had passed 
away July 14, by the side of his brother’s child, and had been asked to 
what denomination he belonged. When he stated that he belonged to the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints permission was refused on 
the ground that the ‘Mormons’ were not Christians. We called on the 
minister shortly afterwards, as he had expressed a desire to see some of 
us, and were heartily received by him and soon found ourselves comfort- 
ably seated in the sitting room. He apologized for his remarks to the 
effect that we were not Christians, and said he had not slept good because 
of those words. When asked what constituted a Christian he said, a be- 
liever in Christ. This soon led to a discussion of our points of doctrine. 
Like all others of the Church of England he believed that, because “God 
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever 
believed in him should not perish but have everlasting life,” belief alone 
was sufficient unto salvation. When referred to Nicodemus he held that 
baptism by the spirit was all that was necessary. Finally he asked by 
what method we performed baptism. When told by immersion, the only 
way that could be inferred from the Greek word, he acknowledged it as 
right provided infants were strong enough to go through the ordeal. This, 
of course, opened up the discussion on infant baptism. His only proof 
that children should be baptized was that of the jailer and his house having 
been baptized. He was told that there could have been no children in 
that house, for the jailer ‘rejoiced, believing in God with all his house,’ 
and infants could not believe. From infant baptism he came back to im- 
mersion and held that that could not be the right way as the jailer and his 
house were baptized in their dwelling. This he had to admit was wrong 
for it declares that ‘they were baptized, he and all his. And when he had 
brought them into his house he set meat before them,’ which proved that 
they had been out of the house to perform the ordinance of baptism. He 
then held that they were brought into the house, because they had been 
baptized in the cell. In this he also had to admit his error for the scrip- 
tures state that the jailer sprang into the prison and that he ‘brought 
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them out,’ and then asked ‘what must I do to be saved,’ and the result 
was that later in the night he was baptized. He then thought that a 
different construction than that of dipping or immersing could be placed 
on the Greek word baptizo and brought in some books to prove that point. 
After a careful search he admitted that his authorities bore out what we 
had said. From this the talk led on to the reception of the Holy Spirit, 
he holding that all who believed had the spirit of God. To prove different 
we quoted the words of James that the devils believed and trembled, and 
they certainly were not in possession of the Holy Ghost. Now it was our 
turn to ask questions so we asked for his explanation of Paul’s words con- 
cerning the organization of the church with apostles and prophets. He 
held that they were done away, they had been destroyed and therefore 
there should be no more, but he failed to explain why, when Judas and 
James were destroyed, the Apostles chose Matthias and Paul if there were 
to be no more after the first twelve were dead. Nor could he explain why 
they were no longer on the earth when Paul says that they were to be in 
the church until we come to the unity of the faith, except that he thought 
that to a certain extent we were in the unity of the faith now. He had 
no clear ideas on this point and so he quickly left it for polygamy. Abt 
the close of our discussion on this point the reverend said ‘I perceive that 
you are intelligent men, and I do not wish to see you led astray. Be con- 
verted and join the true church and do not belong to such a sect.’ Bro. 
Chambers arose and bore a powerful testimony to him of the truth of the 
Gospel taught by us, that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, and that 
he, the minister, would some day know it, if not in this life in the life to 
come. We then shook hands with him and departed.” 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The Chinese are leaving the cities of America in large numbers for their native land, in 
order to assist in the war with Japan. 

Extreme vigilance is being exercised by the Paris police in guarding the President, on 
account of the letters which are daily received threatening him with the fate of M. 
Carnot. 


Estimates of the revenue likely to be received under the new tariff bill in America, are 
published in New York, and, including the measured tax on spirits, are $496,000,000 
under the home bill, conpared with a total of about $463,000,000 under the existing law. 
Secretary Carlisle estimates that, based on the expenses of the current year, the Senate 
bill would produce a surplus of $68,000,000. 

Japan has now formally declared war against China. Before this proclamation was 
issued, however, one of the Japan warships had fired on and sunk a British steamer 
named Kowshung which was carrying 900 Chinese troops. The Chinese refused to sur- 
render, declaring that they would rather die than be taken prisoners, They refused to 
permit the English officers to leave the ship and even fired on their own comrades who 
sought to leave the ship. The ship was sunk with all on board except a few Englishmen 
who were saved. Since then an engagement has taken place in which the Japanese were 
repulsed with a loss of 2,000 men. The following day an engagement took place in which 
500 Chinese were killed while the Japanese loss was comparatively small. The various 
powers who have interests in China are sending their warships to the ports of treaty to 
protect the interests of foreign residents. It is feared that this war may cause complica- 
tions that will involve the peace of France, England and Russia. 


| 

| 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 1894. 


SALVATION IS FOR ALL. 


Wuen the Elders in the discharge of their duty preach the Gospel and, 
by comparing it with the doctrines of the various Christian sects, show 
that the Latter-day Saints have the only true Gospel as taught by the 
Savior, they are accused of bigotry and narrow-mindedness. Nothing can 
be further from the truth. It is only the narrow teachings of Christianity 
that makes such a construction of their words possible as a little reflec- 
tion and a better acquaintance with the essence of “Mormon” teaching 
will demonstrate. Some sects hold to this day that a person not belong- 
ing to their particular denomination will receive eternal punishment; 
others, more lenient, hold that those who confess belief in Jesus Christ 
will be saved, no matter to what denomination they belong, but 
deprive all unbelievers, whether infidels or heathen idolators, including 
believers in Mohammed, Buddha, or Brahma, of the privilege of salvation. 
Under such teachings it is but natural for the Christians, when told that 
the Latter-day Saints have the only true Gospel, to feel that in making 
such a statement they condemn all others to hell, and are therefore 
bigoted and believe contrary to the Savior’s teachings. The truth of the 
matter is that “Mormonism,” as it is generally called by the outside world, 
is more liberal in its conception of divine justice and the divine plan of 
salvation than any other gospel in existence. 

Jesus says: “All manner of sin and blasphemy shal] be forgiven unto 
men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shal] not be forgiven 
unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it 
shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, 
it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to 
come.” The Latter-day Saints believe, therefore, that all sin, even includ- 
ing that of unbelief in the Savior in this life, will be forgiven; that is, 
that those who pass from this earthly sphere without believing in the 
Savior will have a future opportunity for redemption. The great error 
made by modern divines when accusing “Mormonism” of bigotry is that 
they themselves view it from the narrow platform on which they stand— 
belief in the Savior as exercised only in this life. They recognize no 
probation hereafter, but cling strongly to the belief that our opportunities 
for salvation are limited to this temporal existence. “Mormonism” has a 
wider scope. It holds that those who die without the Gospel in this life 
will have an opportunity to hear it and to obey it in the life to comé. © 

The Lord declares that whosoever should believe on the Son “should not 
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perish but have everlasting life.” From this we would infer that all who 
do not believe on Him will perish. Yet Jesus at one time declared to His 
Apostles that “I, if [ be lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto 
me.” What did He mean? He meant that His death should bring remis- 
sion of sins to all mankind. Now those who have ever heard and believed 
in His name form so small a number of all the beings who have been per- 
mitted to come upon this earth that we wonder how we shall be able to 
harmonize the statement that all men would be drawn unto Him with the 
declaration that all who do not believe on His name shall perish. It can- 
not be done if we limit man’s opportunity of hearing and believing the 
Gospel to this life only; but the moment we admit that on the other side 
it is possible to hear the Gospel preached and obey it, then we see at once 
how it is possible that all men can be drawn unto Him by belief in His 
name. The fact that while the body of Jesus lay in the tomb He went 
into the spirit world and preached to the spirits who were there held in 
prison, is strong evidence that there is a chance for belief and repentance 
in the spirit world. If such were not the case then Jesus used those three 
days for the sole purpose of increasing the agony and punishment of those 
who had rejected the Gospel in the days of Noah, for what other effect 
would the preaching of the Gospel to them have if there were no chance 
for repentance ? 

Where are we to find stronger disbelievers in the doctrine that Christ is 
the risen Redeemer than among the Jews? And yet Paul declares that when 
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled, when the blindness that in part has 
happened to that stricken people is removed, then “all Israel shall be 
saved.” How? By the opening of their eyes so that they may see and 
know that Jesus is the Christ. Does this refer only to those who shall be 
living at the time of His coming? Are the millions who have died and 
who may die before the children of Israel are restored to their possessions 
in the promised land and converted to a belief in Christ to be excluded ? 
No, for “all Israel shall be saved,” both the dead and the living, and this 
will be brought about by their belief in Him who was to come, and who, 
when He came, was slain by the generation of Israel then living. Thus 
repentance is to all. 

That the Latter-day Saints claim to have the only true Gospel does not 
say that all who do not obey it in this life will be damned. It means, 
indeed, that if the Latter-day Saints have the Gospel as taught by the 
Savior all mankind must obey it, but it does not limit obedience to this 
life. Those who show sufficient faith to accept the Gospel in this life and 
endure to the end will merit a crown of glory for their faithfulness, but 
those who have not done so will still have the opportunity, when in the 
spirit world their eyes are opened to the truth, of hearing the Gospel and 
of exercising the faith they failed to exercise in this life. These things 
thé Latter-day Saints know by revelation, and the Bible, which is the word 
of God, sustains their faith in this regard. They believe that the spirits 
of all men existed before they came on earth to take bodies. They look 


~ upon that former existence as one of partial probation. Jude refers tothe 


angels who kept not their first estate as being reserved in everlasting 
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chains unto the great judgment day. But those who have been given 
being on the earth are those who kept their first estate, and have come to 
earth to be tried in all things. This is their second estate, a probationary 
and progressive existence. As we cannot become perfect here, in the full 
sense of the word, we must conclude that if we ever attain unto perfection 
it will be through a probationary and progressive existence in the world 
to come. 

“Tf this be the case,” says an objector, “why so zealously preach ‘Mor- 
monism?’ If we can show faith and repentance in the next world, why 
preach the necessity of obedience to the Gospel in this life so strongly?” 
For many reasons. Because “Mormonism” is the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and it is to be preached in all the world as a witness unto all nations before 
the end shall come; because this is the second estate or existence in which 
man is to prove himself and in which is given him the opportunity of 
attaining the highest glory, something which cannot be obtained by those 
who reject the Gospel in this life; because those who believe the Gospel in 
the spirit world are unable to obey its ordinances, such as baptism and 
others, necessitating the performance of those ordinances in their behalf 
by the living, therefore the greater the number of those who accept the 
Gospel in this life the greater will be the number of dead who can be 
redeemed by the efforts of the living ; because those who accept the Gospel 
in this life, instead of awaiting in awful suspense the performance of 
Gospel ordinances in their behalf by others, will be able themselves to be- 
come saviors of their kindred, not saviors as the great Redeemer who died 
for all, but saviors through His grace to their own linage; because by turn- 
ing their hearts to their fathers in this life and perfecting the chain that 
will bind parents and children together back to Adam throughout all 
eternity, the highest glory comes within their reach. 

These are a few of the reasons why the Gospel is preached so zealously 
to the world. The Gospel taught by the Latter-day Saints embraces all, 
There is none so lowly but that it will search him out and save him. 
There is none so high that it will not call on him to bow in humility and 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as the Redeemer of the world, and to show his 
faith by complying with the ordinances of the Gospel. Such is the extent 
of the plan of life and salvation offered in the teachings of the Latter-day 
Saints. What is there in it that is narrow, that is selfish, that is bigoted? 
ls it not rather a most noble plan, full of love and loving sacrifice, the 
broadest and most liberal plan of salvation ever taught? Does it not 
construe the teachings of the Savior in their broadest sense and attribute 
to them the greatest saving power possible? Such is “Mormonism!” Such 
is the Gospel offered to the world! God grant that the principle of faith 
be more strongly implanted in the hearts of the nations, that their eyes 
may be opened, that they may grasp the opportunities of the present with 
its glorious promises and accept the truth in this life and attain to that 
glory which can be obtained only by the true and faithful. J. V. B. 


In Uganda, a country where nothing was known‘of Christianity twenty 
years ago, the work of the missionaries has produced the most pleasing 
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results: The demand for Bibles and New Testaments is most extra- 
ordinary. According to the Presbyterianer (Chicago), 10,000 copies of the 
Gospels have been sold there within five months, besides 25,000 other books 
pertaining to Christian literature. Bishop Hirsh, the chief of the Catholic 
mission at Uganda, writes :—“I am compelled to acknowledge that we will 
be forced to print a translation of the New Testament, which is being 
spread by the Protestants all over the country. We cannot prevent our 
people from reading it, for everyone, with the exception of the women and 
aged people, wishes to learn how to read before being baptized. We are 
therefore busy with an edition of the New Testament, with commentaries 
by the Fathers of the Church.” 


“PROBABLY the oldest clergyman in the world,” says an exchange, “was 
the lately deceased priest in Trickala, in Thessaly, Greece, who died after 
completing his one hundred and twentieth year. During all these years 
he never left the place in which he was born, and were he died. He never 
used wine except in communion, and had never used tobacco in any shape 
or form. He was accustomed to begin his priestly offices before sunrise, 
and to retire promptly at nine. His sight and hearing were in excellent 
condition to the day of his death, and he never made use of glasses. Only 
in his last year did his memory show signs of weakness. He was in the 
active ministry ninety-nine years. 


SPOILING FOR CONTENTION. 


As was to be expected, the organ of the Reorganized, or “Josephite,” 
church, the Saints’ Herald, is amazed and confounded by the “Card to the 
Elders” recently published in these columns over the signatures of the 
First Presidency of jthe Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints, 
advising our Elders against entering into discussion with those who are 
anxious for the prominence and notoriety which a challenge and debate 
with them would afford.~ It is hardly necessary for us to republish the 
“Card” referred_to, or to repeat the unassailable arguments and the good 
sense which fortify,the position therein taken. Still less is it necessary to 
devote much space to the wandering logic with which the head of the 
Reorganized church (as though the term “re-organization” were not of it- 
self a confession of departure and apostacy from the original faith!) seeks 
to'insist upon the gratification which the Elders will henceforth deny him. 
Not without amusement, however, we note the peroration of his epistle. 
In this he gives instructions that the opportunity for debate is still to be 
offered and insisted upon by his followers, and if it shall be refused, they 
are to solicit and if possible secure from those thus declining a written 
statement of refusal, or if that also shall be refused, their denial in the 
presence of a witness! This dramatic program would seem to indicate 
that Reorganized challengers are hereafter to go about accompanied by a 
witness and a notary public—as we presume to complete the case it will be 
necessary to have the documents and the evidence sealed and sworn to— 
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and that controversy they are determined to have, if not on points of 
doctrine, at least on the privilege of minding one’s own business. 

Every discerning Elder of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints will see without difficulty that in the “Card” of the Presidency he 
is completely relieved of the need of noticing such people in any way 
whatever. Surely he will have a better understanding of the importance 
of the labor devolving upon him than to waste any time in writing to 
or wrangling with those whose purposes now clearly exposed is to 
divert his attention from his legitimate duty and to annoy him. Their 
way seems to suit them, their claims seem to satisfy them; then let them 
enjoy them all to their hearts’ content. On no account should the Elders 
dignify them in their bravado or humor them in their whimsicalities; 
but in all respects observe the counsel of the First Presidency and “leave 
them severely alone.”—Deseret News. © 


LEEDS CONFERENCE. 


Tue Leeds Conference was held in the basement room of the Mechanics’ 
Institute, Bradford, Sunday, July 22, at 10:30 am., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 
There were present: Anthon H. Lund, President of the European Mis- 
sion; J. V. Bluth, of the Liverpool Office; Geo. D. Merkley, President of, 
and Edward Fernley, A. 8S. Farnsworth, Wm. Jones, Geo. A. Seaman, Oliver 
Hodgson, E, 8. Horsley, Geo. F. Wright, G. B. Houtz, Jos. A. Buttle, Fred- 
erick Scholes, and I. C. Brown, Traveling Elders in, the Leeds Conference. 

The meetings were well attended and a good spirit prevailed. The first 
principles of the Gospel were explained quite fully by the speakers during 
the day, and the usual interest was manifest among the strangers. 

At the afternoon service the general authorities of the Church and of 
the European Mission, and the President and Traveling Elders in the 
Leeds Conference were presented and unanimously sustained. The report 
of the labors of the Elders for the six months ending June 30, was read as 
follows: Tracts distributed 14,526; houses visited 6,904; Gospel conver- 
sations 747; general meetings 221; cottage meetings 40; outdoor meetings 
6; Sunday school sessions 14; books loaned 172; books given away 33; books 
sold 30; baptisms 14; confirmations 14; ordinations 5; children blessed 7. 

A priesthood meeting was held Monday, July 30, at which the Elders 
reported their labors and were instructed as to their duties. 

Gro. A. Szaman, Clerk of Conference. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF JOHN LYMAN SMITH. 


Tue following account of interesting experiences appearsin the Deseret 
News, written from St. George, Washington County, Utah, under the 
signature of John Lyman Smith :— 

John Smith, my father, was born in Daryfield, N. H., July 16, 1781. 
Clarissa Lyman, my mother, was born in Lebanon, N. H., June 27, 1790. 
They were married September 1, 1815. Their children were: George 
Albert, born June 26, 1817; Caroline, born June 6, 1820, and myself, John 
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ae gtip November 17, 1828; all at the town of Potsdam, St. Lawrence 

My father was baptized on the 9th of January, 1832, and was quiinal 
an Elder. Mother was baptized one year previously. After spending 
considerable time preaching, and baptizing some, father disposed of his 
farm in St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., and in May, 1833, removed to Kirtland, 
Geauga Co., Ohio. He labored in and around that place under the direc- 
tionof the Prophet Joseph, taking several preaching excursions, and worked 
upon the Temple. 

I was baptized by my father on the 17th of November, 1836, in the 
Chagrin River, at Kirtland, Geauga Co., Ohio. Our clothes were frozen 
upon returning home. At this age I had read all the small histories of 
men and countries I could get, generally being first in my class. Out of 
school hours I carried many a pail of water for the workmen on the Kirt- 
land Temple walls; and when school was opened inside the building I 
attended a class taught by my cousin Elias Smith. In 1838 my father 
moved to Daviess County, Missouri, where we assisted in building Adam- 
ondi-Ahman. Our house, built of logs, was located in a point of timber 
near the edge of the prairie. A few hundred yards from our door, toward 
Grand River, the ground seemed to have dropped squarely off from twenty 
to thirty feet, leaving a line of almost perpendicular rocks for two or three 
miles, running nearly parallel with the river. This piece of bottom land 
was covered with a rank growth of grass, occasionally interspersed with 
shrubbery. It was called the Grand River bottoms, and varied in width 
from one to two miles. This ledge formed a fence through which a passage 
was seldom found from one tothe other. Along this edge of cliff, we often 
traced rock walls with angles two or three feet in height, the angles con- 
taining pieces of ancient pottery ware, all looking as if a hurricane had 
swept the buildings away, or an earthquake had split the ledge in two and 
sent to destruction the buildings so easily traced along its edge and ex- 
tending prairie-wards several hundred feet. 

_ About a quarter of a mile down the road, toward the river crossing, 

three or four rods to the left of the road, was a copse of trees and bushes, 
in the centre of which was a raised stone work, which showed marks of 
fire, coal, etc. The falling of the leaves and blowing in of sand and dust 
had rounded up this knoll until it was some feet above the road. This 
place was where the Prophet Joseph said Adam offered sacrifice and blessed 
his children. I looked upon this as a saered spot, and often used to hide 
there when strangers passed along the road. 

Upon one occasion I ran across the road to this dell, when two men 
hailed me and asked me if I was a Mormon. I replied I was a 


Mormon, but had doubts about the other part of the blasphemous speech. 
They then asked what I carried a hickory club for. I told them to kill 
snakes with. After inquiring about horses, where my father was, and 
- asking many queStions, all of which were thickly interspersed with blas- 
phemy, they said I was a fool and they would shoot me then and there. I 
replied, “You can shoot me if you like, as you are the strongest party, but 
I should not think there would be much honor or bravery in killing a ten 
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year old lad.” They then wished to know if I was not afraid to talk so. 
I replied “No, I have done no one any harm; why should I fear?” They 
then rode off cursing fearfully, after which I retired.to the mossy dell and 
upon my knees thanked Father for preserving me and removing from me 
every sensation of fear and trembling which had troubled me at the time 
I entered the copse. 

During those days of toil and care, as the Saints could not get their corn 
ground, the brethren built a horse-mill, or corn-cracker, where we could 
get a fair sample of coarse corn meal. In October we were compelled by 
the mob to leave Daviess County and gathered in and around Far West, 
Caldwell County, Missouri. 

Being of an age to see and hear unmolested a great deal that passed I 
may say I was not always asleep or idle. As the mobbing and drivings of 
the Saints and their inhuman treatment by Missouri mobocrats have been 
told by many eye witnesses and older persons than myself, I need only 
say we reached Quincy, Illinois, in February, 1839. After a few days of 
rest my father succeeded in renting a small place of a Mr. McMahon at 
Green Plains, six miles from Warsaw, and put in a crop. 

In July we removed to Commerce, afterwards called Nauvoo. Our first 
location there was in a log stable belonging to a widow White, some blocks 
east of what was known as the Temple block. This hovel was made of a 
small class of crooked poles, between which I often crept instead of raising 
the quilt hung over the doorway; this part of Commerce at that time was 
thickly covered with blackberry bushes mixed with oak and hazel brush. 
Our family were all sick with chills and fever (familiarly known as the 
shakes) except my mother. 

From this “Mormon” home my brother George A. started as an Apostle 
on his mission to England, he having to be lifted into the wagon, as he 
was too weak to walk. This was in September, 1839. Before leaving he 
placed in my hand his last quarter of a dollar with a request to get mother 
some tea. 

The next day the Prophet Joseph and his brother Hyrum visited us and 
administered to us all, father being delirious from the effects of the fever. 
Their words comforted us greatly, as they said in the name of the Lord 
you all shall be well again. Upon leaving the hovel Joseph placed his 
slippers upon my father’s feet and sprang upon his horse from the door- 
way and rode home barefoot. The next day Joseph removed father to his 
own house and nursed him until he recovered. 

In October, 1839, my father was called to preside over the Saints in 
Iowa, and with the assistance of my cousin, Elias Smith, we removed to 
uncle Asahel Smith’s in Nashville, lowa, where we resided some weeks, 
after which we moved to Ambrosia, six miles, known as the Avery or 
Hawley settlement. Under the direction of Joseph the Prophet a town 
was laid out and called Zarahemla, situated one mile from the river, west 
of Nauvoo. There we built a log cabin and dug a well forty-five feet deep 
to water, and walled it with rock; previous to this we had to draw all the 
water used three-quarters of a mile from a spring in the lone tree bluff 
southwest of our house, by placing a barrel on a drag made of the fork of 
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a tree. We also fenced in a few acres of the prairie with a post and rail 
fence, and ploughed and putin seed corn. Joseph often visited us here, 
as Officers were seeking to kidnap and take him to Missouri. He used to 
call me and say, “Johnnie, now watch, and if any strangers come, you 
whistle to me so I can slip into the corn field, and when they are gone 
give me the signal and then I'll return to the house.” We built another 
cabin adjoining, one and one-half stories high, and a small frame barn. 
Near by, upon lots laid off, several persons built cabins and became our 
near neighbors, among whom were A. O. Smoot, Isaac Clark, Dr. Alphonso 
Young, Rufus Fisher, John Daley, Thomas R. King, Peter Robinson, Pierce 
Hawley, Joseph Meecham, Lewis Abbott, Aunt Mary Smith (widow of 
father’s brother Silas, who died in Pike County, Lllinois,) and her two boys 
Silas S. and Jesse N., boys of about my own age. We did the principal 
part of the farming. 

In 1841, while living here, my brother George A. returned from his mis- 
sion to England, and married Bathsheba W. Bigler and resided near us. 
Father was sustained as president of the branches in Iowa. In 1842, the 
Stake organizations in Iowa were discontinued and father presided at 
Zarahemla and the Saints were counseled to gather in and around Nauvoo. 
In the fall we moved to Nauvoo and lived in a log house of Joseph’s across 
the street south from the White House, and across the street west from 
the new Mansion being built. . Father was called to preside at Ramus, - 
afterwards known as Macedonia, twenty-five miles east from Nauvoo. He 
exchanged his place in Zarahemla, Iowa, for a residence in Ramus and 
moved there in the winter. During the winter I attended school taught 
by Manley W. Green, and seldom missed a word or lesson. In 1843, I 
commenced to learn the cabinet trade. Being large of my age, I was also 
enrolled in the Macedonia troop of the Nauvoo Legion, with Almon W. 
Babbitt captain. I attended exercises, generally under the direction of 
First Lieutenant Hardin Yager, and went to night schools, working days 
in the cabinet shop. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Henry Olsen, a young man 19 years of age, was drowned io a reservoir near Mt. Pleasant. 
Although a good swimmer, the icy water was too much for bim, and he was seized with 
cramp and sank before assistance could reach him. 


Walter Willes of Paradise, was stung by a scorpion June 14. He was hauling rock 
from Paradise Canyon and was just picking up a boulder from the ground, when a large 
scorpion fastened its fangs in his left hand just between the third and little finger. The 
reptile then curled its tail around and buried its sting in his flesh, and he was compelled 
to use great force to throw it off. He is recovering from the effects of the bite. 

Over a year ago, John, the little son of J. C. Anderson, of Salt Lake City, swallowed 
a needle, The parents naturally felt apprehensive for some time, but as time went on, 
and the little fellow showed no evidences of discomfort, the incident was almost forgotten 
until a few days ago, when the mother noticed a red spot on the child’s back. An exam- 
ination showed the point of the needle sticking through the skin, and the piece of steel 
was promptly extracted. 


